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He had his own idiosyncratic vocabulary: Although a non-
theist,[36][37] he spoke of “The Book”, an imaginary book in which
God had written down the best and most elegant proofs for mathe-
matical theorems.[38] Lecturing in 1985 he said, “You don’t have
to believe in God, but you should believe in The Book.” He him-
self doubted the existence of God, whom he called the “Supreme
Fascist” (SF).[39][40] He accused the SF of hiding his socks and
Hungarian passports, and of keeping the most elegant mathematical
proofs to himself. When he saw a particularly beautiful mathema-
tical proof he would exclaim, “This one’s from The Book!”. This
later inspired a book entitled Proofs from THE BOOK.
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