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ErdGs asks us to imagine an alien
force, vastly more powerful than us,
landing on Earth and demanding the
value of r(5) or they will destroy our
planet. In that case, he claims, we
should marshal all our computers and
all our mathematicians and attempt
to find the value. But suppose, in-
stead, that they ask for r(6). In that
case, he believes, we should attempt
to destroy the aliens.
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